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Ultimate Guide to SAM.gov 
Registration and Government 
Contracting Success 

Embarking on the path of government 
contracting requires an essential first step: 
registering with SAM.gov. This guide provides a 
comprehensive, step-by-step walkthrough to 
help your business get registered, along with 
actionable strategies to succeed in securing 
government contracts. Plus, learn how Awarded 
AI from Procurement Sciences can supercharge 
your contracting journey. 

What is SAM.gov? 
SAM.gov (System for Award Management) is the 
official U.S. government platform that 
consolidates various procurement and financial 
systems. Registration on SAM.gov is free and 
mandatory for businesses seeking to: 

• Bid on Federal Contracts: Only registered 
entities can participate in government 
contracting opportunities. 

• Receive Federal Payments: Facilitates timely 
electronic payments for services rendered. 

• Access Federal Grants and Loans: Positions 
your business for additional federal funding 
programs. 

Fun Fact: SAM.gov is your gateway to accessing 
billions of dollars in federal opportunities 
annually. Don’t miss out! 

Why Register on SAM.gov? 
Registering with SAM.gov unlocks significant 
benefits for your business, including: 

1. Increased Opportunities: Open access to 
thousands of contracting and grant 
opportunities. 

2. Streamlined Payments: Simplified and faster 
electronic payment processes. 

3. Enhanced Credibility: Government agencies 
trust verified entities in SAM.gov, giving you a 
competitive edge. 

Step-by-Step SAM.gov Registration 
Process 

Step 1: Preparation 

Before you start the registration process, gather 
the following essential information: 

• Unique Entity Identifier (UEI): Replaced the 
DUNS number in April 2022. Obtained during 
SAM.gov registration. 

• Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN): Your 
Employer Identification Number (EIN) or 
Social Security Number (SSN). 

• Banking Information: Account details for 
electronic fund transfers. 

• North American Industry Classification 
System (NAICS) Codes: Identify your 
business's primary activities. 

• Notarized Letter: Appointing an Entity 
Administrator to manage your SAM.gov 
account. 

Step 2: Create Your SAM.gov Account 

1. Visit SAM.gov and select "Sign In" to create 
an account via Login.gov. 

2. Follow the instructions to create a Login.gov 
account. This account will serve as your 
gateway to SAM.gov. 

Step 3: Register Your Entity 

1. Log In: Access SAM.gov with your Login.gov 
credentials. 

2. Start Registration: Select "Register Entity" 
and click "Get Started". 

3. Enter Core Data: 

o Business Name and Address: Ensure 
accuracy for smooth validation. 

o Date and State of Incorporation: 
Required for corporations. 

4. Provide Assertions: 

o Specify the size and type of your 
business. 

o Assign relevant NAICS codes for your 
business activities. 

https://sam.gov/
https://sam.gov/
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5. Representations and Certifications: 

o Complete the questionnaire to confirm 
compliance with federal regulations. 

6. Points of Contact: 

o Designate contacts for contracting, 
electronic business, and payment 
processes. 

Step 4: Submit and Monitor Your 
Registration 

• Review your information for accuracy before 
submitting. 

• Processing typically takes 7–10 business 
days. Monitor your email for updates or 
requests for additional documents. 

Step 5: Maintain and Update Registration 

• Renew Annually: Keep your registration 
active by renewing it yearly. 

• Update Promptly: Reflect any business 
changes (e.g., address, banking information) 
to maintain eligibility. 

Strategies After Registration: 
Winning Your First Contract 

1. Research Opportunities 

• Leverage SAM.gov’s search filters to identify 
contracts that match your capabilities. 

• Focus on contracts aligned with your NAICS 
codes and business size (e.g., small business 
set-asides). 

2. Build Relationships 

• Network with contracting officers and attend 
government contracting events. 

• Connect with SBA representatives to access 
training, resources, and mentoring. 

3. Craft a Winning Capability Statement 

• Highlight your business’s unique strengths, 
past performance, and value proposition. 

• Tailor your statement to specific agencies or 
opportunities. 

4. Partner Strategically 

• Team up with established contractors to gain 
experience and credibility. 

• Explore subcontracting opportunities to build 
your government contracting track record. 

5. Stay Compliant 

• Familiarize yourself with the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) to avoid 
compliance issues. 

• Use tools like Awarded AI for compliance 
checks and automated proposal reviews. 

Leverage Procurement Sciences’ 
Awarded AI for Contracting Success 
Once registered, take your government 
contracting strategy to the next level with 
Awarded AI from Procurement Sciences. 

Awarded AI Features: 

1. Opportunity Matching: 

o Automatically identifies contracts that 
match your business's unique capabilities. 

2. Bid/No-Bid Decisioning: 

o AI-driven analyses help you decide which 
opportunities are worth pursuing. 

3. Proposal Drafting: 

o Generate compliance matrices, risk 
assessments, and polished proposal 
drafts in minutes. 

4. Proposal Fine-Tuning: 

o Enhance your proposals with AI tools for 
compliance checks and scoring 
optimization. 

5. Post-Award Insights: 

o Gain valuable debrief insights and protest 
evaluations to improve your success rate. 

Why Use Awarded AI? Save time, reduce effort, 
and improve your chances of winning 
government contracts through the power of AI. 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Q: Is SAM.gov registration free? 

Yes, SAM.gov registration is 100% free. Beware 
of third-party services charging for registration 
assistance. 

Q: How long does it take to register on 
SAM.gov? 

Registration typically takes 7–10 business days. 
Ensure all required documents are submitted to 
avoid delays. 

Q: Can small businesses compete for 
government contracts? 

Yes, many opportunities are specifically set aside 
for small businesses, making SAM.gov an 
excellent platform for new contractors. 

 

This guide equips your business with the tools 
and knowledge needed to thrive in government 
contracting. With Awarded AI, you can bid 
smarter, win faster, and accelerate your growth in 
the competitive federal marketplace. 

 

 

 


